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The story of some of the life of Katie Sullivan. 

When Katie Sullivan was in America her friend and she decided to go to a fortune teller for fun. Her 
friend was told she would have a short life and it happened she died shortly afterwards. 

Meanwhile Katie was told she would go back to Ireland. She said she had no intention but the lady 
told her she would return and get married. She laughed at the idea but she told her she would meet 
a sandy haired man with a whip in his hand and he would be her husband. 

Time when by and she did go back to Ireland and when she got off the train in Bantry there stood 
the sandy haired man with a whip in his hand. He approached her and said could he take her 
anywhere. She said yes would you bring me to my brother’s house, the man was Peter Spillane. They 
met several times after that and eventually got married and lived in Bantry in a rented house. One 
Sunday they went on an excursion from Bantry to Cobh by steam train. They walked the town of 
Cobh and went up East Hill and saw the pub for sale the then East Hill Bar. They enquired about the 
property from someone in the Holy Ground and got the details of the sale. They returned to Bantry 
that night and the next day Monday Peter Spillane came back to Cobh and met the seller O Reilly 
and sons and paid a deposit of 50 pounds. He went to the bar the and the man inside handed him 
the keys and Peter took over the running of the bar from then on. Just like that he got someone to 
help him clean the house take up the old linos off the stairs and floors and lay new material. Katie 
followed after a few days and they lived there for the rest of their lives. The pub was passed on to 
Dan and Dympna Collins in 1952 and the name was changed to the Anchor Bar and it still is today a 
pub where you can come in and have a chat and a sing song.  


