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In 1991 a letter appeared on the Cork Examiner by Frank Mc Gillan of Winston Salem North Caroline. 
He was looking for family relatives and his West Cork roots. He had come to Ireland several times 
but did not succeed in finding any relatives. When I read the letter I got very excited because I had 
heard of some of the names he mentioned. I used to come here to Cobh on my holidays and often 
heard my grand aunt Katie Sullivan (Mrs Spillane) talking about all her relatives in America. I begun 
to gather information in 1950 and kept them in a box of papers belonging to Katie. I found some 
funeral notices and ordination. These names had appeared in Franks letters also. I photocopied the 
announcement and sent them to Frank in America and told him who I was and what relation I was to 
Katie Sullivan. I got a letter by return post and thanked me for contacting him so quickly. He called a 
meeting of his family and read the letter to them and showed them the paper cuttings. His father 
had worked on trying to locate relatives all his life and Frank was very excited about the response. In 
fact Katie Sullivan while in America was a bride’s maid to his grandmother Margaret O Leary. He sent 
on reams of notes of the family tree which he copied, he said at the time that I must be sorry he got 
in contact with him as he had such information.  

At the same time Cobh heritage centre project was getting off the ground and I sent Frank some 
notes about it. He got involved in it and set up a committee in America. Both sides worked together 
and some members of the Cobh group went out to meet him. Both parties agreed it was a good idea 
and would be good for Tourism. The great day arrived the opening of the heritage centre on the 14th 
of June 1993 by the then Taoiseach Albert Reynolds. 

Frank came over for the opening and I met him at the centre for the very first time and my daughter 
Sheila was with me at the time. The centre was blessed by Father Reidy then administrator of the 
Cathedral and also by the prosentant minister at the time. Afterwards all the guests were invited to 
the Commodore hotel for a feast of the best of Irish food. Frank spent the week at meeting in Cobh 
and Cork and he came to East Hill for a few hours and we brought him to Rosie Sheehan and sister In 
Carrigtwohill. Their mother was O Leary from Widdy Island. There were four families of O Leary’s on 
Widdy Island. He noted the resemblance with his mother and Rosie Sheehan. Frank’s letters on his 
return to America were mostly of question format, looking for more information, as there was so 
much he needed to know. 

He returned again and I took him to Bantry to meet my mother Mary and brother Brendan. He 
stayed at Vickeries Hotel and went to the library where he found more information on the Sullivan 
Baurgorm. In the afternoon I took him to Milleeney Baurgorm to see the ruin of the house built by 
Denis Sullivan before his marriage to Helene O Leary of Widdy Island. The house was built in 1861 by 
Denis Sullivan and rebuilt as a millennium project by my son Donal and wife Carol in 2000. 



Denis and Helene (Nellie) married in 1863 and had six children, Katie 1865, Daniel 1867, Helene 
1869, Patrick 1871, Denis 1873, and Timothy 1875. Their father Denis fell off his horse coming home 
from Bantry and died, and the mother Helene died shortly afterwards. The family were reared by the 
grandparents until they were old enough to go to America to their grand Uncle Florence O Leary and 
his family. Daniel remained at home and worked the farm and he married Mary Mc Carthy from 
Scart the next town land. They had two children Mary my mother and Denis my uncle. 

 

 


